



THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE PRESTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
Thursday 29th September 1887.
The meeting was held in the Grammar School, and was fairly well attended, amongst those present were  
Rev A B Beaven	head master of the school 
Dr Edington   	senior old boy present, elected to chair the meeting.
G Rogerson 				P H Edelston 
W S Edelston 				H Catterall 
P S Park					F Brewer 
W B Norwood 				W Rawcliffe
R A McNab 				J W Brandreth 
A Bush					W Davies
G F Penny 					J G Kent
C Walmsley 				J Kershaw
T Ladyman 				J V Hibbert 
H Peet					H Bourne 
C A Fryer 					L Murdoch 
E Barber
There were at least 29 present, with some not named.
It was unanimously resolved to form an association.
P S Park proposed that a committee be formed, and the business left to them. Agreed that it should be seven of those present, with power to add to their number.  Albert Bush was unanimously elected honorary secretary.  The seven members of the committee were G Rogerson, W Rawcliffe, W B Norwood, R A McNab, P H Edelston, W Davies, and Dr Edington. 

The adjourned inaugural meeting on Wednesday, 12th October 1887. 

PRESTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
The meeting was held at the Preston Grammar School. Rev T B Spencer, MA, vicar of St James’s, presided, and he was supported by the Rev A B Beaven, MA, Rev J R Napier, Dr J E Edington, and a numerous assembly of young professional and commercial gentlemen of this town.  The recommendations and suggestions of the Provisional Committee as to the mode for the future carrying on of the association were submitted for consideration.
It was unanimously resolved that Sir John Eldon Gorst, QC, MP, be invited to accept the office of president of the association; and that the Right Worshipful the Mayor of Preston (ex-officio), the Chairman of the Preston Grammar School Committee of the Preston Corporation (ex-officio), 
John Addison, Esq, QC, MP, 
Frank Hardcastle, Esq, MP, 
Colonel Wilson, 				
Thomas Humber Esq, 
F C Hulton, Esq, 				
W Ascroft, Esq, JP, 
T M Shuttleworth, Esq, 			
W P Park, Esq, JP, and the 
Revs G R Blakiston, G T Tatham, T B Spencer, and W M Myres 
be requested to act as vice-presidents.   

It was determined to hold monthly meetings of the association, commencing in November, the first three to consist of a smoking concert, a debate, and a dinner respectively.   A code of rules was adopted for the government of the association.   The appointment of Mr A Bush to the honorary secretaryship was confirmed, and Mr G Rogerson was elected to fill the position of honorary treasurer.   
The association is now properly established with a large and daily increasing membership from the ranks of the former pupils of the Preston Grammar School.   The membership roll includes the names of gentlemen who represent the Church, the Bar, solicitors, physicians, architects, accountants, music, banking, scholastic, tuition, and other profession, in addition to the leading branches of commerce and manufacture.  It includes also the names of gentlemen of several religious denominations, and of all shades of social and political opinion, and adepts in the arts and sciences.   The debating power and musical acquirements are especially strong, and there is every reason to believe the Preston Grammar School Old Boys’ Association will meet a recognised want in this town, and fill a gap which has hitherto been vacant.  The opportunities it will afford for the re-forming and continuation of the intimacies of gentlemen who at one time studied together at the Preston Grammar School is no light end to have obtained.

(The number of officers and committee members, even excluding the vice-presidents, indicates either a sizeable membership or an excess of chiefs over Indians.   FAH)   

Rev T B Spencer, MA, vicar of St James’s, 
Rev A B Beaven, MA, 
Rev J R Napier, 
Dr J E Edington,
Sir John Eldon Gorst, QC, MP, president of the association 
John Addison, Esq, QC, MP, - vice-president.	
Frank Hardcastle, Esq, MP, - vice-president.
Colonel Wilson, - vice-president.			Thomas Humber Esq, - vice-president.
F C Hulton, Esq, - vice-president.			W Ascroft, Esq, JP, - vice-president.
T M Shuttleworth, Esq, - vice-president.		W P Park, Esq, JP,  - vice-president.
Rev G R Blakiston, - vice-president.		Rev G T Tatham, - vice-president.
Rev T B Spencer,  - vice-president.		Rev W M Myres - vice-president.
A Bush - honorary secretary 			G Rogerson - honorary treasurer.   
Rev J R Napier - committee.				Dr Edington - committee.
Dr Sellers - committee.				W B Norwood - committee.
W Rawcliffe - committee.				P H Edelston - committee.
G Toulmin jnr - committee.				P S Park - committee.
W Breakell - committee.				T B Addison - committee.
W H Maynard - committee.				A J Livesey - committee.
E Swainson - committee.				H Green - committee.
W S G Charnley - committee.			J Burnet - committee.
J G Kent - committee.					T B Ladyman - committee.
S Simpson jnr - committee.				G Cartwright - committee.

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  OLD  BOYS
DEBATE ON THE IRISH QUESTION  Thursday, 15th December 1887.
Rev A B Beaven was voted into the chair.  
Lady visitors were present.  
Speakers named were - P H Edelston, R McNab,  J J Rawsthorn,  C H Plant,  H Davies,  W Davies.   The debate lasted until close on eleven o’clock, by which time the audience had diminished considerably.   On a division being taken, the motion was rejected by 14 to 6.  



PRESTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION - FIRST INAUGURAL ANNUAL DINNER.  
All Old Boys who have not joined the association are invited to be present in addition to the members, on the same terms.   
The Dinner was on Friday, 6th January 1888 at the Park Hotel. 
 
John Addison, Esq, QC, MP, was in the chair.
Thomas Humber Esq was in the vice-chair as senior past captain of the school.
The others present were:
Rev A B Beaven, MA				Dr Gilbertson
Dr Brown						Dr E Sergeant (Bolton),
Dr J B Hodgson					Dr J E Edington
W H Johnston					P H Edelston
George Rogerson					W B Norwood
W P Bourne
L Cotman		the only ‘guest’ - the School Captain.
E Bush						A Bush    (Secretary)
F W Brewer					J G Kent
C B Pimblett BA					Francis H Simpson
P S Park						J C Winder
William Fisher					W Breakell
J Kershaw						R A McNab  
H Ambler					
Apologies were received from
Rev G T Tatham, Kirkby Lonsdale
Rev W M Myers, Swanbourne Vicarage, Wilmslow
A F Atkinson
W Ascroft
H Gilbert, Lancaster.
Sir John Eldon Gorst, QC, MP, Under Secretary for India, President of the Association, was unable to attend due to being abroad on Government business. 
W P Park was prevented from being present by illness.
Alderman Hibbert had intimated to Rev Beaven that he would have attended had health permitted.

The formal Dinner was of gourmet quality.   In today’s money, about £65 a head.

There are no records within the School of activities by the Association and to search through the local papers on microfilm takes more than a year to check a year.   I am not going to live long enough to do this, so no research has been done later than 1888.   There are lines of enquiry being followed, but if anyone possesses an Old Boy’s diaries for any time between 1888 and 1910 please could a check be made for any references to Association activities.

There was a meeting on 22nd January 1908 for which there is a cursory report stating that a Society for Preston Grammar School Old Boys was now in being and two joint secretaries had been appointed pro tem.   Next is the publication on 24th June 1908 of the Constitution.   I have been unable to find any reference between 1st January 1908 and 24th June 1908 to a General Meeting to approve a Constitution.   Following publication of the Constitution there is a blank until November 1910, when the second AGM took place.   The first AGM was on a date not yet found but seriously delayed and almost certainly well into 1910.  Details of the second Annual Dinner on 18th January 1911 are known but the first Dinner of PGSA has not yet been traced.   If the Association was set up in January 1908 it might have been reasonable to expect the year end to be 31st December but the second AGM was for the year ended 30th September 1910 and this year-end continued for many years.  The PGSOBA set up on 29th September 1887 had its year-end on 30th September annually.

In December 1910 when the Old Boys’ Magazine was introduced the active members knew the immediate history and the members involved but there is no mention whatsoever.  Apart from two brief comments indicating that the PGSA had drawn on what had gone before.    
- - - - - - - - - - -
Notes which may be of interest:
In the item on the School coat of arms is a comment that “It looks something like Crormus ermnan ediige arun which when printed larger reads as....”  Which is nonsense but blame computers.   The rubbish words were originally in Faustus typeface, which Jim’s computer couldn’t cope with.  It is not a typeface in common use.   If you do not have Faustus in your computer put it into Old English or any old Germanic typeface at 6 point or 8 point, and then try reading it! 

Jim Heppell on page 42 of his History draws attention to the lack of cohesion in the oft repeated claim that the School moved into the Cross Street premises in 1841.   I do not know - and presumably Jim is in the same position - of any other author having raised a doubt.   In the 1840s there was a railway boom with much buying up of land and seeking agreements for the passage of lines.  Whilst ploughing through this unlikely topic I found a very specific reference to the fact, reported to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, that the School had moved into its new premises during 1842.  All of you can now revise your histories!

Preston Corporation discovered more or less by accident in 1846 that it did not own the vacated School buildings in Stoneygate.

Despite the Mayor and Burgesses over the centuries and the new-fangled Corporation for a few years having financially supported the School, it only passed into the ownership of the Corporation in 1861.

The convoluted methods by which the Town Fathers for centuries had produced finance for education when that was seen to be a function of Church and charities is a master class in being economical with the truth!  Reduced to basics, they set up a fund into which they made payments equating to an annual assessment of what the School would have paid in rent (for the buildings which the Town authority didn’t know it didn’t own), if it had paid any, which it didn’t, and the fund, being a charity, paid monies to the Mayor and Burgesses to be paid by them to support the school.   The school then being financially supported out of charitable monies!    
								FAH






School Roll July 1898

In about November 1897 the Grammar School Committee awarded Free Entrance Scholarships to Robert Dyson Snelham of Emmanuel School, born 23rd October 1887; and Ernest Roland Collinson of Xavier’s Higher Grade School, born 21st March 1887.  (Ernest is Edward in the Roll below.)
In about mid-January 1898 the Grammar School Committee reported that Rev A B Beaven Head Master had tendered his resignation effective from 1st August 1898.
The Grammar School Committee at a Meeting on 25th May 1898 read a letter from Frederick A Hillard withdrawing his candidature for the Headmastership.   Mr Edward Fenwick and Mr H C Brooks were asked to attend.   Mr Brooks was appointed.   (Hillard had, in effect, already been appointed.)
At the same Meeting the Committee was authorised to take all steps necessary for the fitting up of a Laboratory or Laboratories with appurtenances, sufficient for the earning of Grants from the Science and Art Department, the Rooms lately occupied by the Dr Shepherd’s Library and Museum being adapted for use, either as Laboratories or otherwise, in connection with the Grammar School, as occasion may require.

July 1898

Moore, James A  	Captain of the School  6th Form July 1898.  
Gardiner, Ernest A   					6th Form July 1898   
Beaven, Murray L R    	Scholar		5th Form July1898
Marsh, Herbert       		Scholar elect	5th Form July1898
Worthington,  John M      	Scholar elect	5th Form July1898	33
Julian, Thomas E C      	Scholar elect	5th Form July1898	13
Earnshaw, William C					5th Form July 1898	8
Snelham, J Sydney     	Scholar elect	5th Form July 1898	25
Worthington, Harold   		Scholar elect	5th Form July 1898	32
Bourn, Percy T 						5th Form July 1898
Spencer, T Barton W   				5th Form July 1898	27
Corless, Richard    					4th Form July 1898	4
Miller, Arthur   						4th Form July 1898
Thompson, William H   				4th Form July 1898	28
Reveley, Basil  						4th Form July 1898	23
Marsh, Edward  						3rd Form July 1898	20
Breakell, Frederic J 					3rd Form July 1898
Reveley, Cyril 						3rd Form July 1898	24
Kellett, Thomas A 					3rd Form July 1898	14
Cartmell, Harold 						3rd Form July 1898	5
Bannister, Harry 						3rd Form July 1898
Jenson, James P 						3rd Form July 1898	12
Cartmell, Cyril   						2nd Form July 1898	4
Kirkham, John   						2nd Form July 1898	15
Lindsay, Andrew D					2nd Form July 1898	16
Whitlam, Sydney B					2nd Form July 1898	29
Baxter, John S   					2nd Form July 1898	2
Robinson, Alexander 				L   	2nd Form July 1898
Miller, Richard G   					2nd Form July 1898	21
Bee, Philip R   						2nd Form July 1898	3
Woods, Thurstan   					2nd Form July 1898	31
Woods, Barton   					2nd Form July 1898	30
Jones, A Bromley   					2nd Form July 1898
Lindsay, James G   					1st Form July 1898	17
Snelham, Robert D   					1st Form July 1898	25
Baxter, Joseph H   					1st Form July 1898	1
Hallam, Edward G   					1st Form July 1898	10
Norwood, Percy   					1st Form Jul	y 1898	22
Collinson, Edward R   					1st Form July 1898	6
Hodson, John   						1st Form July 1898	11
Liver, Cecil   						1st Form July 1898	18
Scott, John   						1st Form July 1898
Rigby, Norman O   					1st Form July 1898

This was the final report submitted by Dr Alfred Beaven Beaven.   The numbers in the right hand column are the 33 boys who remained in the School when the Rev Henry Cribb Brooks took over as Head Master in September 1898.   The numbers are in alphabetical sequence.   The boys are named in Dr Beaven’s usual system of order of merit within each Form.

Mr Brooks did not issue a School Roll but it will be possible to reconstruct the Roll as at December 1898 and it will appear here shortly.

There is a peculiarity with Norman Ogilvie Rigby, born 17th April 1889, and entered PGS 18th January 1898.   He is on the War Memorial, died 16th June 1915, aged 26 years. The Commonwealth War Graves entry shows an address as 9 Avenham Road.  There is a Norman O Rigby, no date of birth given, the same address, and admitted to the School during September 1909.  He would then have been turned 20.   It appears that he was initially in the School from January to July 1898 and he may have returned eleven years later to continue his studies but nothing is known.  
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